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Response to Arguments 

This Office Action is responsive to Applicant's response 
filed March 23, 2007 . 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 89, 91-94, 96-99, 103-115, 119-132, 134, 135, 137, 
and 138 are allowed. As allowable subject matter has been 
indicated, applicant's reply must either comply with all formal 
requirements or specifically traverse each requirement not 
complied with. See 37 CFR 1.111(b) and MPEP § 707.07(a). 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for 
allowance: the prior art fails to teach or suggest the 
limitations of the independent claims. Pursuant to the Terminal 
Disclosure filed by the Applicant on March 23, 2007, claims 89, 
91-94, 96-99, 103-115, 119-132, 134, 135, 137, and 138 are 
allowable . 

Independent claim 89 discloses a method of controlling 
bidding status in an online auction comprising setting a bid 
status to an open status for a lot with a closing time; upon 
determining that said closing time is reached, setting said bid 
status to a pending status for said lot, said pending status 
indicating that no bids are temporarily accepted on said lot; 
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determining whether to change bid status for said lot and 
setting bid status in accordance with said determination. 
Dependent claims 91-93 are allowable as they follow from the 
allowable independent claim 89. 

Independent claim 94 discloses a system for controlling 
bidding status in an online auction comprising setting a bid 
status to an open status for a lot with a closing time; upon 
determining that said closing time is reached, setting said bid 
status to a pending status for said lot, said pending status 
indicating that no bids are temporarily accepted on said lot; 
determining whether to change bid status for said lot and 
setting bid status in accordance with said determination. 
Dependent claims 96-98 are allowable as they follow from the 
allowable independent claim 94 . 

Independent claim 99 discloses a method to control bid 
status in an electronic auction between a sponsor of an auction 
and a plurality of bidders, comprising setting a bid status to 
an open status or an overtime status for a lot with a closing 
time; upon determining that said closing time is reached, 
setting said bid status to a pending status for the lot, said 
pending status indicating that no bids are temporarily accepted 
on said lot; determining whether a return to open trigger has 
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occurred; and setting said bid status to a new status according 
■to said determination; wherein the sponsor and the bidders are 
coupled electronically over a communication network during the 
auction. Dependent claims 103-114 are allowable as they follow 
from the allowable independent claim 99. 

Independent claim 115 discloses a system to control bid 
status in an electronic auction between a sponsor of an auction 
and a plurality of bidders, comprising setting a bid status to 
an open status or an overtime status for a lot with a closing 
time; upon determining that said closing time is reached, 
setting said bid status to a pending status for the lot, said 
pending status indicating that no bids are temporarily accepted 
on said lot; determining whether a return to open trigger has 
occurred; and setting said bid status to a new status according 
to said determination; wherein the sponsor and the bidders are 
coupled electronically over a communication network during the 
auction. Dependent claims 119-130 are allowable as they follow 
from the allowable independent claim 115. 

Independent claim 131 discloses a method of controlling 
bidding status of a lot in an electronic auction, wherein said 
lot has a closing time, setting a bidding status for said lot to 
an open status indicating that bids will be received from 
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bidders on said lot; receiving bids form bidders for said lot; 
upon determining that said closing time is reached, changing 
said bidding status for said lot to a pending status indicating 
that bids will not be accepted but that said bidding status may 
subsequently be changed to a status indicating that bids will be 
received; determining whether a return to open trigger event has 
occurred within a predefined time period following the changing 
of said bidding status from said open status to pending status; 
if said return to open trigger event has not occurred, setting 
said bidding status to a close status indicating that bidding is 
closed; if said return to open trigger event has occurred, 
setting said bidding status to an open status indicating that 
said lot is open for bidding. Dependent claim 132 is allowable 
as it follows from the allowable independent claim 131. 

Independent claim 134 discloses a system for controlling 
bidding status of a lot in an electronic auction, wherein said 
lot has a closing time, setting a bidding status for said lot to 
an open status indicating that bids will be received from 
bidders on said lot; receiving bids form bidders for said lot; 
upon determining that said closing time is reached, changing 
said bidding status for said lot to a pending status indicating 
that bids will not be accepted but that said bidding status may 
subsequently be changed to a status indicating that bids will be 
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received; determining whether a return to open trigger event has 
occurred within a predefined time period following the changing 
of said bidding status from said open status to pending status; 
if said return to open trigger event has not occurred, setting 
said bidding status to a close status indicating that bidding is 
closed; if said return to open trigger event has occurred, 
setting said bidding status to an open status indicating that 
said lot is open for bidding. Dependent claim 135 is allowable 
as it follows from the allowable independent claim 134. 

Independent claim 137 discloses a method of controlling bid 
status in a multi-lot electronic auction, wherein each lot has a 
closing time and a bid status, comprising setting a first 
closing time for a first lot, and a second closing time for a 
second lot, wherein said first closing time precedes said second 
closing time; setting a first bid status for the first lot to a 
value indicating that bids will be accepted for said first lot; 
setting a second bid status for the second lot to a value 
indicating that bids will be accepted for said second lot; upon 
determining that said first closing time is reached, setting 
said first bid status to a value indicating that bids will not 
be accepted for said first lot, but said first bid status may 
subsequently be changed to a value indicating that bids will be 
accepted for said first lot; before said second closing time, 
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determining whether a return to open trigger condition has 
occurred; and if said condition has occurred, setting said first 
bid status to a status indicating that bids will be accepted for 
said first lot, and updating said first closing time so that it 
is subsequent to said second closing time. 

Independent claim 138 discloses a system for controlling 
bidding status in a multi-lot electronic auction, wherein each 
lot has a closing time and a bid status, comprising 
setting a first closing time for a first lot, and a second 
closing time for a second lot, wherein said first closing time 
precedes said second closing time; setting a first bid status 
for the first lot to a value indicating that bids will be 
accepted for said first lot; setting a second bid status for the 
second lot to a value indicating that bids will be accepted for 
said second lot; upon determining that said first closing time 
is reached, setting said first bid status to a value indicating 
that bids will not be accepted for said first lot, but said 
first bid status may subsequently be changed to a value 
indicating that bids will be accepted for said first lot; 
before said second closing time, determining whether a return to 
open trigger condition has occurred; and if said condition has 
occurred, setting said first bid status to a status indicating 
that bids will be accepted for said first lot, and updating said 
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first closing time so that it is subsequent to said second 
closing time. 

. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee and, to 
avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Elda 
Milef whose telephone number is (571)272-8124. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday -Thursday 8:30 am to 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, James Kramer can be 
reached on (571)272-6783. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 

(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 

(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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